GRE AWA Practice Test 7

Issue Task
Question 1

A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter
college.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for
the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the
possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape
your position.

Question 2

Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study that
will prepare them for lucrative careers.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Question 3

Some people believe that in order to be effective, political leaders must yield to public opinion
and abandon principles for the sake of compromise. Others believe that the most essential
quality of an effective leader is the ability to remain consistently committed to particular
principles and objectives.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position
and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position,
you should address both of the views presented.

Question 4

Formal education tends to restrain our minds and spirits rather than set them free.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and

explain how these considerations shape your position.

Question 5



The well-being of a society is enhanced when many of its people question authority.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Question 6
Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than on trying to
solve the anticipated problems of the future.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape
your position.

Question 7

Some people believe that college students should consider only their own talents and interests
when choosing a field of study. Others believe that college students should base their choice of
a field of study on the availability of jobs in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position
and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position,
you should address both of the views presented.

Argument Task
Question 1

The following appeared in a recommendation from the President of the Hamburg
Chamber of Commerce.

"Last October, the city of Belleville installed high-intensity lighting in its central business
district, and vandalism there declined almost immediately. The city of Amburg, on the
other hand, recently instituted police patrols on bicycles in its business district. However,
the rate of vandalism there remains constant. Since high-intensity lighting is clearly the
most effective way to combat crime, we recommend using the money that is currently
being spent on bicycle patrols to install such lighting throughout Amburg. If we install
this high-intensity lighting, we will significantly reduce crime rates in Amburg."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be



sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the
recommendation.

Question 2

The following is a recommendation from the personnel director to the president of Acme
Publishing Company.

"Many other companies have recently stated that having their employees take the Easy
Read Speed-Reading Course has greatly improved productivity. One graduate of the
course was able to read a 500-page report in only two hours; another graduate rose
from an assistant manager to vice president of the company in under a year. Obviously,
the faster you can read, the more information you can absorb in a single workday.
Moreover, Easy Read would cost Acme only $500 per employee — a small price to pay
when you consider the benefits. Included in this fee is a three-week seminar in Spruce
City and a lifelong subscription to the Easy Read newsletter. Clearly, Acme would
benefit greatly by requiring all of our employees to take the Easy Read course."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and
what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Question 3

The following appeared in a memo from a budget planner for the city of Grandview.

"It is time for the city of Grandview to stop funding the Grandview Symphony Orchestra.
It is true that the symphony struggled financially for many years, but last year private
contributions to the symphony increased by 200 percent, and attendance at the
symphony's concerts-in-the-park series doubled. In addition, the symphony has just
announced an increase in ticket prices for next year. For these reasons, we recommend
that the city eliminate funding for the Grandview Symphony Orchestra from next year's
budget. We predict that the symphony will flourish in the years to come even without
funding from the city."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be



sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the
recommendation.

Question 4
The following was written by a group of developers in the city of Monroe.

"A jazz music club in Monroe would be a tremendously profitable enterprise. At present, the
nearest jazz club is over 60 miles away from Monroe; thus, our proposed club, the C Note,
would have the local market all to itself. In addition, there is ample evidence of the popularity of
jazz in Monroe: over 100,000 people attended Monroe's jazz festival last summer, several
well-known jazz musicians live in Monroe, and the highest-rated radio program in Monroe is
'‘Jazz Nightly.' Finally, a nationwide study indicates that the typical jazz fan spends close to
$1,000 per year on jazz entertainment. We, therefore, predict that the C Note cannot help but
make money."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to
explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

Question 5

Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years most of the
large mammal species that had lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands were extinct. Previous
archaeological findings have suggested that early humans generally relied on both fishing and
hunting for food; since archaeologists have discovered numerous sites in the Kaliko Islands
where the bones of fish were discarded, it is likely that the humans also hunted the mammals.
Furthermore, researchers have uncovered simple tools, such as stone knives, that could be
used for hunting. The only clear explanation is that humans caused the extinction of the various
mammal species through excessive hunting.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the
proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts
presented in the argument.

Question 6
The following appeared in a memo from a vice president of Alta Manufacturing.

"During the past year, Alta Manufacturing had thirty percent more on-the-job accidents than
nearby Panoply Industries, where the work shifts are one hour shorter than ours. Experts
believe that a significant contributing factor in many accidents is fatigue caused by sleep
deprivation among workers. Therefore, to reduce the number of on-the-job accidents at Alta, we
recommend shortening each of our three work shifts by one hour. If we do this, our employees
will get adequate amounts of sleep."



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be
sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the
recommendation.

Question 7
The following appeared in a memo from the mayor of Brindleburg to the city council.

"Two years ago, the town of Seaside Vista opened a new municipal golf course and resort hotel.
Since then, the Seaside Vista Tourism Board has reported a 20% increase in visitors. In
addition, local banks reported a steep rise in the number of new business loan applications they
received this year. The amount of tax money collected by Seaside Vista has also increased,
allowing the town to announce plans to improve Seaside Vista's roads and bridges. We
recommend building a similar golf course and resort hotel in Brindleburg. We predict that this
project will generate additional tax revenue that the city can use to fund much-needed public
improvements."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain
how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.



